Self-Examination and Assurance, Part 1

Examine Yourselves

2 Corinthians 12 ?°For | fear that perhaps when | come | may find you not as | wish, and that you may find
me not as you wish—that perhaps there may be quarreling, jealousy, anger, hostility, slander, gossip,
conceit, and disorder. 2| fear that when | come again my God may humble me before you, and | may have to
mourn over many of those who sinned earlier and have not repented of the impurity, sexual immorality, and
sensuality that they have practiced.

13 'This is the third time | am coming to you. Every charge must be established by the evidence of two or
three witnesses. 21 warned those who sinned before and all the others, and | warn them now while absent,
as | did when present on my second visit, that if | come again | will not spare them— 3since you seek proof
that Christ is speaking in me. He is not weak in dealing with you, but is powerful among you. *For he was
crucified in weakness, but lives by the power of God. For we also are weak in him, but in dealing with you we
will live with him by the power of God.

>Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Or do you not realize this about
yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you fail to meet the test! 8 hope you will find out that
we have not failed the test.

Job 13:23 ®How many are my iniquities and my sins? Make me know my transgression and my sin.
Lamentations 3:40 *’ Let us test and examine our ways, and return to the Lord!
Psalm 26:2 2Prove me, O Lord, and try me; test my heart and my mind.

Psalm 119:59-60 *° When | think on my ways, | turn my feet to your testimonies; % hasten and do not delay
to keep your commandments.

Test of Love

Matthew 22:34 > But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together.
3 And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 3 “Teacher, which is the great commandment
in the Law?” ¥ And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your mind. 3 This is the great and first commandment. ¥ And a second is like it: You shall love
your neighbor as yourself. %2 0n these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.”

1 John 3:11-18 " For this is the message that you have heard from the beginning, that we should love one
another. * We should not be like Cain, who was of the evil one and murdered his brother. And why did he
murder him? Because his own deeds were evil and his brother’s righteous. Do not be surprised, brothers,
that the world hates you. “\We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the
brothers. Whoever does not love abides in death. ** Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you
know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.

16 By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers.
7 gut if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how
does God’s love abide in him? 2 Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.

John 15:12-14 ** “This is my commandment, that you love one another as | have loved you. 3 Greater love
has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. “You are my friends if you do what |
command you.



Test of Obedience
1John2:1-5* My little children, | am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does

sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2He is the propitiation for our sins, and
not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. *And by this we know that we have come to know
him, if we keep his commandments. *Whoever says “I know him” but does not keep his commandments is a
liar, and the truth is not in him, *> but whoever keeps his word, in him truly the love of God is perfected. By
this we may know that we are in him: ® whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in the same way in
which he walked.

1 John 3:9-10 °No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God’s seed abides in him; and he cannot
keep on sinning, because he has been born of God. 10 By this it is evident who are the children of God, and
who are the children of the devil: whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is the one who
does not love his brother.

James 1:22 *But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.

James 2:14-17 ¥ What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can
that faith save him? **If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, '8 and one of you says
to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them the things needed for the body, what
good is that? 750 also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.

Matthew 7:21-23 2! “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the
one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 220n that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we
not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’
2 And then will | declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’

Test of the Spirit

1John 5:2-3 2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his
commandments. ®For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments. And his commandments are
not burdensome.

1 John 3:24 **Whoever keeps his commandments abides in God, and God in him. And by this we know that
he abides in us, by the Spirit whom he has given us.

1John 4:13 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. % And
we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. >\Whoever confesses
that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 850 we have come to know and to believe
the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him.

Ephesians 1:11-14 % n him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the
purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, 250 that we who were the first to
hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. Bn him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the
gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, % who is the
guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.

Romans 5:5 °and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.

1 Corinthians 2:12 ** Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that
we might understand the things freely given us by God. 3 And we impart this in words not taught by human
wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual.



